Readings: The Holy Innocents

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah

Thus says the LORD: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is
weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no
more. Thus says the LORD: Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears;
for there is a reward for your work, says the LORD: they shall come back from the land of
the enemy; there is hope for your future, says the LORD: your children shall come back to
their own country.

Jeremiah 31.15-17

Psalm

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side —Iet Israel now say— if it had not been
the LORD who was on our side, when our enemies attacked us, then they would have
swallowed us up alive, when their anger was kindled against us; then the flood would have
swept us away, the torrent would have gone over us; then over us would have gone the
raging waters. Blessed be the LORD, who has not given us as prey to their teeth. We have
escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

Psalm 124

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Matthew.

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you; for
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child
and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt |
have called my son.” When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: ‘A voice was heard in
Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be
consoled, because they are no more.’

The Gospel of Christ Matthew 2.13-18



