
Readings: William Wilberforce 
 

A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy 
 

Give liberally and be ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the LORD your God will bless you 

in all your work and in all that you undertake. Since there will never cease to be some in need on the 

earth, I therefore command you, ‘Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbour in your land.’  If a 

member of your community, whether a Hebrew man or a Hebrew woman, is sold to you and works for 

you for six years, in the seventh year you shall set that person free. And when you send a male slave out 

from you a free person, you shall not send him out empty-handed. Provide liberally out of your flock, 

your threshing-floor, and your wine press, thus giving to him some of the bounty with which the LORD 

your God has blessed you. Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God 

redeemed you; for this reason I lay this command upon you today.  
Deuteronomy 15.10-15 

Psalm 

 

 

 

 

 

Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s son. May he judge your people 

with righteousness, and your poor with justice.  May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and 

the hills, righteousness.  May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, 

and crush the oppressor. May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all 

generations.  May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water the earth.  In his 

days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more.  For he delivers the needy 

when they call, the poor and those who have no helper.  He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves 

the lives of the needy.  From oppression and violence he redeems their life; and precious is their blood 

in his sight.           
 Psalm 72.1-7,12-14 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
 

 ‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of 

his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at 

the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 

was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited 

me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, 

or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed 

you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 

are members of my family, you did it to me.” 

 
The Gospel of Christ. Matthew 25.31-40 
 


