Benedict of Nursia 11 July
Abbot, ¢. 547 __ Memorial .

. an abbot ip m_.x:Tnm:EQ Italy and

In his youth mm.:m&ﬂ abandoned society and for many years
dwelt all alone in d cave in order to Jearn complete obedience

two chief duties — obedience to their abbot and the work of

needs of the Church and the world. Ag with the precept of

Several centuries after Benedict’s death, hig Rule wag adopted
by other Monastic communitjes throughout Europe and

See Readings, page 602

Sentence

Pray at all times in the Spirit in every prayer and supplicati
Ephesians 6.18

Collect

Eternal God,

you endowed your holy servant Benedict

with gifts of discernment and power

to be a true and faithful guide

in the way of Christian perfection.

Instill in our hearts the virtues of stability and concord,
that our prayers may be fixed on you

and our judgements may be formed

according to your great commandment of love;
through Jesus Christ our lLord,

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings

Acts 2.42-47a  Psalm 34.1-8

Refrain - Look on the Lord and be radiant.
John 151217

Prayer over the Gifts

Gracious Lord,

by the Rule of your blessed servant Benedict
you have taught numberless Christians

to rejoice in the holy work of prayer.

Let our devotion be joined with these gifts
that we may exalt your Name together

and taste the abundance of your goodness.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Preface of a Saint

Prayer after Communion

Grant us, O Lord our God,

after the example of your holy servant Benedict,
to practise with joy the labour of obedience,

that we may never cease from the work of prayer
nor ever relent in our service to one another.

We ask this in the Nane nf Tamn oo - . e o



