Readings: Saint Barnabas the Apostle
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that took place over Stephen travelled as far
as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and they spoke the word to no one except Jews. But among them
were some men of Cyprus and Cyrene who, on coming to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists also,
proclaiming the Lord Jesus. The hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number became believers
and turned to the Lord. News of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas
to Antioch. When he came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to remain
faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion; for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.
And a great many people were brought to the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and
when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was that for an entire year they associated with
the church and taught a great many people, and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first called
‘Christians’. At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named Agabus
stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine over all the world; and this took
place during the reign of Claudius. The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would
send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger,
Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of Herod the ruler, and Saul. While they were
worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work
to which I have called them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them
off.
Acts 11.19-30; 13.1-3

Psalm

Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD; praise the name of the LORD. Blessed be the name of
the LORD from this time on and for evermore. From the rising of the sun to its setting the name of the
LORD is to be praised. The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. Who is like
the LORD our God, who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens and the earth? He raises
the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with princes, with the
princes of his people. He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of children.
Praise the LORD! Psalm 112
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without payment. Take
no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff;
for labourers deserve their food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and
stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If the house is worthy, let your peace come
upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to
your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. Truly | tell you, it will be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgement than for that town ‘See, I
am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.

The Gospel of Christ. Matthew 10.7-16



