Saint Luke the Evangelist
Holy Day

18 October

Luke is mentioned three times in the Letters of Saint Paul,
once as ‘‘the beloved physician,”” but the Church remembers
him chiefly as the author of two books which came to be
included in the New Testament.

The first book is the one we know as the Gospel according to _
Luke, where he told the story of Jesus, his preaching and -
mighty work in the border-country of Galilee, his suffering, :
death and resurrection at the very heart of Israel, in Jerusalem
itself. The second of Luke’s two books is the Acts of the
Apostles. In this work he told how the good news was spread:
how the apostles began their preaching at Jerusalem and
moved westwards with the gospel until they reached the very
centre of the Roman empire, the city of Rome itself. Thus, in
these two books, Luke presented a comprehensive history of
the gospel in terms of a journey from the hinterland of Judea
to the heartland of imperial power and civilization.

We offer thanks to God for bestowing such gifts of under-
standing and literary skill on Luke, and we celebrate Luke
himself because he responded so faithfully to the working of
grace. But still, we remember the story-teller for the story that
he told; and that story is the Lord’s story. So, on this his day,
we can honour Saint Luke no more highly than by joining in
the telling of that story, which God gave him power to give

us; that story which is the praise of God through Jesus Christ
in the Holy Spirit.

See Readings, page-690.
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Sentence

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good tidings, who publish peace. Isaiah 52.7

Collect

Almighty God,

who inspired Luke the physician

to proclaim the love and healing power of your Son,
give your Church, by the grace of the Spirit

and the medicine of the gospel,

the same love and power to heal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings

Sirach 38.1-4, 6-10, 12-14 or 2 Timothy 4.5-13 Psalm 147.1-7
Refrain  Praise the Lord who heals the brokenhearted. Or v. 3 or
Alleluia!

Luke 4.14-21

Prayer over the Gifts

God of compassion,

you are a strong tower for all who trust in you.

Be now and evermore our defense,

that we may proclaim the only name under heaven
given for health and salvation,

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Preface of All Saints

Prayer after Communion

Living God,

may we who have shared in these holy mysteries
enjoy health of body and mind,

and witness faithfully to your gospel,

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.



