Saint Joseph of Nazareth 19 March
Holy Day

Today we honour Saint Joseph, the carpenter of Nazareth who

was husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the foster-father
of Jesus Christ.

The little we know about Joseph comes to us in the opening
chapters of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Both evan-
gelists present him as a truly righteous man who observed the
Law of Moses in all his dealings. According to Matthew,
Joseph’s godliness in keeping the Law made him hesitate to
take Mary as his wife, when he learned that she was already
pregnant. His reluctance was overcome by the vision of an
angel, who told him that the child in the womb of his
betrothed was to be the Saviour of Israel. This episode sug-
gested that righteousness under the Law of Moses was to be
fulfilled and surpassed by the coming of Christ; and Joseph's

obedience to the angelic vision revealed the true fulfillment of
his own godliness as a Jew.

Both evangelists make Joseph a descendent of the royal house
of David, though in his day the fact that he followed a trade
meant that his branch of the family had become impoverished.
Still, Joseph’s genealogy entitled Jesus to be considered heir of
David and rightful bearer of the title, “King of the Jews."”

In the popular literature of the Middle Ages, Joseph was often
portrayed as a comical old man befuddled by God and the
Blessed Virgin. A number of influential spiritual leaders
reacted against this portrayal, and well before the sixteenth
century the figure of Joseph had regained both dignity and the
serious devotion of the faithful. The Roman Catholic Church
has consistently fostered this trend ever since, and in this cen-
tury even appointed the First of May as the feast of Joseph the
Worker. He is considered the patron saint not only of
carpenters but also of all who make their living and provide
for their families by means of manual labour.

See Readings, page 478.
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Sentence

Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will alway

praising you. Psalm 84.3

Collect

O God,

from the family of your servant David
you raised up Joseph

to be the guardian of your incarnate Son.
Give us grace to follow him

in faithful obedience to your commands;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Readings

2 Samuel 7.4, 8-16 or Romans 4.13-18 Psalm 89.1-4, 26-29

Refrain 1 will establish his line for ever. Or v. 29 or CR 1
Luke 2.41-52

Prayer over the Gifts

Almighty God,

accept all we offer you this day,

and give us generous hearts

to serve you in all who claim our help.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Preface of the Incarnation

Prayer after Communion
Heavenly Father,

your Son Jesus Christ grew in wisdom and stature
in his home at Nazareth.

May we, nourished by this sacrament,

grow into the fullness of his new humanity,

who is Lord now and for ever.
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