
Readings: George Herbert 

 

A Reading from the Book of Sirach 
 

If they make you master of the feast, do not exalt yourself; be among them as one of their number. Take 

care of them first and then sit down; when you have fulfilled all your duties, take your place, so that you 

may be merry along with them and receive a garland for your excellent leadership.  Speak, you who are 

older, for it is your right, but with accurate knowledge, and do not interrupt the music.  Where there is 

entertainment, do not pour out talk; do not display your cleverness at the wrong time.  A ruby seal in a 

setting of gold is a concert of music at a banquet of wine.  A seal of emerald in a rich setting of gold is 

the melody of music with good wine. Speak, you who are young, if you are obliged to, but no more than 

twice, and only if asked. Be brief; say much in few words; be as one who knows and can still hold his 

tongue.  Among the great do not act as their equal; and when another is speaking, do not babble. 

Lightning travels ahead of the thunder and approval goes before one who is modest.  Leave in good time 

and do not be the last; go home quickly and do not linger.  Amuse yourself there to your heart’s content, 

but do not sin through proud speech.   But above all bless your Maker, who fills you with his good gifts.  

Sirach 32.1-13 

Psalm  

 

As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the 

living God. When shall I come and behold the face of God?  My tears have been my food day and night, 

while people say to me continually, ‘Where is your God?’ These things I remember, as I pour out my 

soul: how I went with the throng, and led them in procession to the house of God, with glad shouts and 

songs of thanksgiving, a multitude keeping festival.  Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are 

you disquieted within me? Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my help and my God.  My soul is 

cast down within me; therefore I remember you from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, from Mount 

Mizar.  Deep calls to deep at the thunder of your cataracts; all your waves and your billows have gone 

over me.    

Psalm 42.1-7  

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 

shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more 

than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 

A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you 

know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of 

John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he 

said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.   

John 21.15-17 


