
Readings: Saints of the Old Testaments 

 

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors 

received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen 

was made from things that are not visible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that 

he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time 

in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with 

him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is 

God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—

because he considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, 

descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’ 

By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his birth, because they saw that the child was 

beautiful; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be 

called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the 

fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth than the treasures of 

Egypt, for he was looking ahead to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger; for he 

persevered as though he saw him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so 

that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel.  And what more should I say? For time 

would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through 

faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging 

fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 

flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to 

obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were 

stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and 

goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 

mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did 

not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, without us, be 

made perfect. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 

weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to 

Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.   Hebrews 11.1-

3,8-12,23-28,32-12.2 

 

Psalm 
 

For the LORD loves justice; he will not forsake his faithful ones. The righteous shall be kept safe for ever, but the 

children of the wicked shall be cut off.  The righteous shall inherit the land, and live in it for ever.  The mouths 

of the righteous utter wisdom, and their tongues speak justice. The law of their God is in their hearts; their steps 

do not slip.  The wicked watch for the righteous, and seek to kill them.  The LORD will not abandon them to their 

power, or let them be condemned when they are brought to trial.  Wait for the LORD, and keep to his way, and he 

will exalt you to inherit the land; you will look on the destruction of the wicked.  I have seen the wicked 

oppressing, and towering like a cedar of Lebanon.  Again I passed by, and they were no more; though I sought 

them, they could not be found.  
 Psalm 37.28-36 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 

be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

 



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

 
The same day some Sadducees came to him, saying there is no resurrection; and they asked him a question, 

saying, ‘Teacher, Moses said, “If a man dies childless, his brother shall marry the widow, and raise up children 

for his brother.” Now there were seven brothers among us; the first married, and died childless, leaving the widow 

to his brother. The second did the same, so also the third, down to the seventh. Last of all, the woman herself 

died. In the resurrection, then, whose wife of the seven will she be? For all of them had married her.’  Jesus 

answered them, ‘You are wrong, because you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God. For in the 

resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. And as for the resurrection 

of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God, “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob”? He is God not of the dead, but of the living.’  

 

The Gospel of Christ. Matthew 22.23-32 

 

 


